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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Joint project with GRCC helps transfer students 
A new joint project between Grand Rapids 
Community College and Grand Valley helps 
minority students ease into a four-year institu-
tion. 
The project, Student Transfer Enrollment 
Partnership, began in January. Two counselors 
from Grand Valley's Advising Resources 
Center travel weekly to GRCC to meet and 
advise students. 
"We really focus on helping disadvantaged 
students and those from special populations," 
said Ann LeJeune, director of the Muskegon 
Partnership Program. LeJeune said STEP is 
modeled after the work she does with 
Muskegon Community College students at the 
Stevenson Center in Muskegon. 
GRCC. She said STEP 
became critical this 
year as transfer admis-
sion requirements 
increased. "This com-
ing fall, students will 
need a 2.5 GPA to be 
admitted," she said. " It 
used to be a 2.0." 
With office space on 
the third floor of 
GRCC's Student 
Center, White and 
LeJeune collaborate 
with GRCC counselors 
and advise about 10 
students each Tuesday. 
They expect that num-
GRCC student Dhieu Akoi talks to, left to right, Ann LeJeune and Sulari 
White, about transferring to Grand Valley. Through STEP, counselors 
from the Advising Resources Center travel weekly to GRCC to meet and 
advise students. 
"I' m like a four-year adviser they have while 
at MCC," she said. About 200 MCC and 500 
GRCC students transfer to Grand Valley annu-
ally. 
ber to increase as word spreads. White said 
questions about schedules and financial aid 
can be answered quickly, but STEP is more 
about building relationships with students. 
Advising is open to all GRCC students, but to 
participate in STEP, students must be enrolled 
in GRCC, be a member of an ethnic minority, 
meet with GRCC and Grand Valley counselors 
and have interest in transferring to a four-year 
institution. Sulari White, director of Grand Valley's 
EXCEL Program, works with LeJeune at 
"We really focus on the individual needs of a 
student," she said. 
Across Campus 
Long-standing faculty members 
will assume administrative roles 
After completing the Academic and Student Affairs reorganization of 
colleges, Provost Gayle Davis has refined administrative aspects of 
ASA, including creating a new post and having the Advising Resources 
unit report to the Provost's Office. 
Effective in July, the leadership of the Advising Resources and Special 
Programs unit will change from a dean to an assistant vice president. 
Sue Martin Jon Jellema 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Nancy Giardina 
···--------------------------
Five faculty members who are assuming new roles within the Provost's 
Office are listed below: 
• Sue Martin, former associate vice president and professor of account-
ing, will become executive associate vice president, effective July 1. 
Davis said Martin will resume many of her previous responsibilities in 
the area of resource management and planning. 
• Jon Jellema, former dean of Arts and Humanities and current interim 
associate vice president, will become associate vice president on July 1. He 
will continue work he began on an interim basis, including planning cur-
rent and new physical space, addressing faculty concerns and initiatives, 
Jean Nagelkerk Julia Guevara 
and completing special projects. 
• Nancy Giardina, professor of 
movement science, will become 
assistant vice president for stu-
dent issues and policies, curricu-
lum, leadership of the Advisory 
Council and special projects. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
• Jean Nagelk:erk, professor of nursing, will become assistant vice 
president with responsibilities for faculty policy initiatives, university gov-
ernance and academic standards. 
• Julia Guevara, professor of social work, will become the assessment and 
accreditation officer. Guevara will support the work required of the universi-
ty for its overall and disciplinary accreditation processes, including leader-
ship for program and student outcome assessment. Davis said this position 
was recommended by University Academic Senate. The timing is good, she 
said, as the review process for the university's re-accreditation nears. 
College Goal Sunday aids students 
The second College Goal Sunday, held February 13, was a success in 
West Michigan and throughout the state. Representatives from Grand 
Valley helped staff and organize the event locally. 
"Financial aid staff from four area colleges worked together to staff the 
meeting at the Pew Campus," said Jo Ann Litton, assistant director of 
Financial Aid. "We had more than 100 students and parents at our event." 
Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church was the other West Michigan 
College Goal Sunday location. 
Students and parents were able to get their questions answered regarding 
financial aid and received help filling out the FAFSA form. 
Faculty member receives NIAAA grant 
When explaining why he studies the use of opiate antagonists to reduce 
alcohol consumption, Keith Williams tells an analogy. 
"It's like when you put quarters in the Coke machine and nothing comes 
out," he said. "You may put a few more quarters in, but soon you're going 
to stop." 
Williams, assistant professor of psychology, received a $184,175, three-
year grant from the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
to research the effects of an opiate-blocking agent, Revia, on alcohol use. 
He said brains contain naturally occurring opiates like endorphins and that 
the euphoric properties of opiates play a role in alcohol consumption. 
"Revia may help alcoholics by blocking the 
release of endorphins associated with alco-
hol craving and reward," he said. "Like the 
Coke machine analogy, the alcoholic will 
stop spending time, energy, and money to 
drink alcohol if it's not rewarding. The drug 
is used to treat people with chronic relapses. 
It can help them stay in therapy longer." 
Williams gives laboratory rats injections of 
the opiate antagonist and alcohol to study 
behavioral characteristics of how the drug 
works. He did similar research while a doc-
toral candidate at The University of 
Michigan. 
Keith Williams 
"Here, it's on a little smaller scale, but research that is accessible to 
undergraduate students," he said. 
Team raises funds for tsunami victims 
Photo courtesy of Lori Stinson 
Grand Valley's golf team used one of its practice sessions to raise 
money for tsunami victims. The team, pictured in the Recreation 
Center, rode stationary bikes for an hour after gathering pledges. 
Head coach Lori Stinson (back row, second from left) said the team 
raised $2,030. The money will be sent to the American Red Cross' 
Tsunami Relief Program. 
Across Campus continues on page 3 
···---------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 29 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publica-
tion items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o 
fo rum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331-2221. 
Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html . 
Grand Val ley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
GVFaces 
Bill O'Donnell 
Sergeant, Public Safety Services 
When Sgt. Bill O'Donnell led coordination of a 
counter-terrorism drill on campus in October, he was 
able to draw from years of training. 
In the mock disaster, planes released small pox and 
sarin over Lubbers Stadium. Working with 20 area 
agencies, the purpose of the drill was to coordinate 
the response of the university to a major incident on 
campus. O'Donnell called the drill successful and 
said Grand Valley is waiting for a final report from 
the Homeland Security offices. 
O'Donnell graduated from GVSU in 1992 and is 
currently working toward a master's degree. He was 
a public safety officer for the cities of Grand Haven 
and Greenville before joining the Public Safety 
Services Department. 
O' Donnell is certified as a level II firefighter, emer-
gency medical technician and hazardous materials 
technician. He is also a member of the Ottawa 
County Hazardous 
Materials and 
Technical Rescue 
Team. He completed 
training at the 
Michigan State Police 
Arson Follow-up 
School and in radio-
logical/nuclear count-
er-terrorism. 
"GVSU was very sup-
portive of my training Bill O'Donnell 
and coordinating the 
whole emergency preparedness drill," he said. 
O'Donnell is also a certified instructor in Weapons 
of Mass Destruction response and defensive opera-
tions . He instructs other GVSU officers in counter-
terrorism response. 
A licensed pilot, O' Donnell also enjoys underwater 
adventures as a scuba diver. 
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What's Ahead 
Forums will discuss 
accreditation models 
Author visit will enhance 
class readings 
His visit is co-sponsored by Grand Valley 's 
Departments of English, Writing, Modem 
Languages, History, African/African American 
Studies and Padnos International Center. 
Two forums are scheduled this week to discuss 
differences between accreditation models . 
Award-winning South African playwright and 
novelist Zakes Mda will read from his work on 
Thursday, March 3, in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Grant writing workshops 
planned for May A representative from the Higher Leaming 
Commission of North Central visited campus in 
January to provide information about AQIP, an 
alternative North Central accrediting process. 
The former visiting professor at Yale and the 
University of Vermont now teaches at Ohio 
University and is the dramaturge at the Market 
Theatre in Johannesburg. 
Grant writing consultant David Bauer will 
return to campus in May to lead workshops on 
seeking government and foundation grants . 
Comments on that process and the traditional 
accrediting process will be taken during the 
forums scheduled for Wednesday, March 2. 
Sessions will be held from 10-11 a.m. in room 
201 of the Kirkhof Center and from 1-2 p.m. in 
room 303C of the De Vos Center. 
His recent novel, The Madonna of Excelsior, is 
set in Excelsior, a small South African town 
where, in the 1970s, 19 people were charged 
with violating immorality laws that forbade sex 
between blacks and whites. 
Sponsored by the Graduate Studies and Grants 
Administration Department, Bauer will visit 
Grand Valley May 2-5 . Along with leading 
workshops, Bauer will meet individually with 
participants. 
Faculty and staff members who are unable to 
attend can send comments to Pat Oldt, vice 
president for Planning and Equity, at 
oldtp @gvsu.edu. 
Several English Department faculty members 
are teaching Mda's work this semester to coin-
cide with his visit. His lecture will begin at 
Details are available online at 
www.gvsu.edu/gsga/; click on "About the Grant 
Workshops." Bauer has written several books on 
grantseeking, including The 'How To' Grants 
Manual. 
4 p.m. ; a reception begins at 3. The event is free 
and open to the public. 
Arts at Noon concert to feature 
bamboo musical instruments 
A unique palette of more than 20 traditional Japanese woodwind and 
Asian percussion instruments will be featured during a concert by the 
Bamboo Orchestra. Each is made from bamboo, which has been used 
since antiquity to make instruments in many Asian regions . 
Based in Japan, the orchestra's compositions contain resonating sound 
and defining tones. It evokes a sense of harmony between nature and 
people, a characteristic found in Japanese culture. The ensemble strives 
to create music that transcends all ethnic identities, personalities, and 
multitudes of music knowledge and genres. 
The orchestra will perform as part of the Arts at Noon series on 
Wednesday, March 2, in the Cook-DeWitt Center on the Allendale 
Campus. Admission is free. 
Across Campus 
Former POW visits campus 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Shoshana Johnson, the first black female prisoner of war; discusses the 
details surrounding her capture and rescue in Iraq before a Black History 
Month audience in the Kirkhof Center. Johnson's appearance was spon-
sored by the Black Student Union. 
The Bamboo Orchestra plays 20 instruments. Hear the ensemble at 
noon on Wednesday in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Johnson Center receives grant 
from Kellogg Foundation 
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy & Nonprofit Leadership 
received a new grant from the Battle Creek-based W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. The $2.5 million grant will provide funds for expanding the 
center's community involvement and national visibility. Key areas include 
faculty engagement, community engagement, national visibility and sup-
port for the Community Research Institute. 
"The new grant builds on our long, productive partnership with the 
Kellogg Foundation," said Donna Vaniwaarden, director of the Johnson 
Center. "It gives us the resources to involve more expertise - both from 
Grand Valley and national organizations - in the work of the Johnson 
Center. The result will be an improvement in the effectiveness of philan-
thropic and nonprofit organizations locally and across the country." 
Vaniwaarden said the grant will help create an advisory panel of national 
and Grand Valley leaders to advise on strategic direction and specific proj-
ects. Kellogg funds will also support the Community Research Institute as 
it expands its community information system, which uses applied research 
to help local nonprofits use data more effectively in program planning, 
grant writing and outcome measurement. 
••• 
4 Forum I February 28, 2005 
ALENDAR OF VENTS 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through March 4 
Gallery hours: Exhibit, "David Kroll: Recent 
Work." Art Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for 
more information. 
Mon., Feb. 28 
12 noon: History Colloquium, Friendships and 
the Nation: The Homosocial World of 
Russia's Universities in the Early 19th 
Century. 1111 MAK. Call x12118 for more 
information. 
8-10 p.m.: Music Department Concert: Small 
Jazz Combos. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Tues., March 1 
1 p.m.: Lecture, The People Speak: Global 
Security in a Changing World. 204 KC. Call 
x18512 for more information. 
Wed., March 2 
10 a.m.: Accreditation Forum. 201 KC. Call 
x13296 for more information. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series: The Bamboo 
Orchestra. CDC. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Accreditation Forum. 303C DEV. Call 
x 13296 for more information. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math and Science Center 
Building Confidence through Content Series. 
303 HRY. Call x12267 for more informa-
tion. 
Thurs., March 3 
4 p.m.: English Department Lecture by 
Zakes Mda. Reception to precede reading. 
CDC. Call x18576 for more information. 
Fri., March 4 
7:30 a.m. : Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV. 
Call xl2204 for more information. 
9 a.m.: Continuing Education Workshop: 
Developing Effective Sales Literature. 
Registration required. 119E DEV. Call 
x 17117 to register. 
Sat., March 5 
1-3 p.m.: Continuing Education Workshop: Web 
Search, How to Find What You're Looking 
For More Efficiently. Holland Campus. Call 
x 17117 to register. 
Zakes Mda will read from his works on 
Thursday in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Doug Way, government documents librarian, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press for a 
story on the Consumer Information Catalog. 
James Houston, professor of criminal justice, 
was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 for a 
story on gangs recruiting teens in West Michigan. 
Yosay Wangdi, assistant professor of history, 
was interviewed by Eastern Horizan, a Buddhist 
journal, about her early years in India and what 
she sees in the future of the Tibetan diaspora 
community. 
Steven Hecht, associate professor of biomedical 
sciences, was interviewed by WKZO-AM about 
the Avian Influenza outbreak in southeast Asia. 
Arnie Smith-Alexander, TRIO director, and 
Michael Lopez, Admissions staff member, were 
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press about 
possible federal budget cuts to the Upward 
Bound program. 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WOOD-AM about President 
Bush's trip to Europe. 
Sketches 
Randall Doyle, visiting assistant professor of 
history, discussed his book, A Political Dynasty 
in North Idaho, 1933-1967, at Schuler's Books 
in Grand Rapids. 
Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physi-
cal therapy, gave a presentation, "How to Ask 
and Answer a Well-Built Clinical Question," at 
the MPTA Western District Meeting. The event 
was hosted by the GVSU Physical Therapy 
Program and held at the Cook-De Vos Center for 
Health Sciences. 
Financial Aid staff members Tonya Drain, Ken 
Fridsma, Jody Gore, Jo Ann Litton, Angie 
Mistretta and Vicky Powers gave numerous 
presentations during the winter to high school 
seniors and their parents on how to complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff members 
Matthew Cooper and Don Uzarski presented a 
paper, "Fish Habitat Use Within and Across 
Wetland Classes in Coastal Wetlands of the Five 
Great Lakes: Development of a Fish-Based Index 
of Biotic Integrity," at the annual meeting of the 
American Fisheries Society: Michigan Chapter. 
David Coffey, assistant professor of mathemat-
ics, and Mary Richardson, assistant professor 
of statistics, co-wrote an article, "Rethinking 
Fair Games," published in Mathematics Teaching 
in the Middle School. 
Paul J. Reitemeier, visiting associate professor 
of philosophy, gave a presentation, "Ethical 
Issues in Stem Cell Research," at a Grand Forum 
event in the Eberhard Center. 
Guiyou Huang, director of the Honors College, 
presented a paper, "Imagining the Orient: Pound 
and Fenollosa," at the Hawaii International 
Conference on Arts and Humanities. 
Edward Aboufadel, associate professor of 
mathematics, is co-author of a book, Advanced 
Engineering Mathematics. 
Harold Schnyders, assistant professor of 
physics, received a Cottrell College Science 
Award from Research Corporation for a two-
year project, "Experimental Investigation of the 
Extrinsic Regime in Magnetoresistance in Silver 
Telluride Near Perfect Compensation." 
• •• 
